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REASONS. Humbly offered to. the Right Honourable the _ 
Loras Spiritual and Temporal Aſſembled in Parliament, to induce 


EIS mm 7 
the ſpeedy paſſing an At for further encouraging Privateers. 70g 7 > 


retaken many Prizes from the French, but have burnt, funk, and deſtroyed, 

a great Number of the Enemies Ships on the Coaſts of Fraxce 5 which as it 

hath much impoveriſhed and weakened the Enemy, and annoy'd them in their 
Trade, ſo it has enriched this Nation to the Value of the Prizes taken, and by that 
means becomes a double Advantage to the Kingdom. 

2. That by the Privateers Cruifing, the French are ſo interrupted, or impeded in 
their Coaſting Trade , That Provifion and other Goods are already treble the Value, in 
the Eaſtern parts of France, than otherwiſe they would be; and if further Encourage- 
ment be given to Privateers, the French Army in Flanders will not be able to ſubſiſt. 

3. That Privateers often meet with Wool Veſſels, and other 'Advice-Boats going to 
France, and thereby prevent the giving Intelligence to the Enemy. 

4. That Privateers are an excellent Nurſery of Seamen, by manning their Veſſels 
with ſo many Landmen as they do, and making them the beſt of Seamen, fit - for any 
Service. 

5. That the Prizes and Recaptures made by Privateers Pay great Sums of Money to 
his Majeſty for Cuſtoms, and very often ſecureand reſcue our Ezgliſh Shipping from the 
Enemy. | 

6. That the Privateers being encouraged by the Bill that is offered, will be a meansto 
put aſtop to the French infeſting our Coaſt, as they daily do,to the great loſs of our Mer- 
chants. 

So that it may be truly ſaid of the Owners of Privateers, that they are uſeful to 
his Majeſty,, and all his Subje&s; and prejudicial to none but the Common 
Enemy. And therefore 'tis hoped ſuch an Undertaking will be Encouraged. 

Obj. If it be objeFed, That the Encouraging Privateers may open a Trade with France, 
by taking Ships colluſroely. | 

Anſw. The peruſal ot the following Account,made up of a Ship ſuppoſed to be loaden 
with Wines, and taken by Collufion, will ſufficiently evince the weakneſs of ſuch an 

Objection. 


b T'- it is manifeſt the Privateers have (during the War) not only taken and 


The Owners and Freighters of the Wine- | 
| Ship are Debtors Per Contra Creditor 
To the firſt Coſt, foreign Cuſtomes, By go Tuns of Wines at 45/. per 
and Charges of 100 Tuns of Wine Tun, 10 Tun being allow'd for\ 4050 
To the Freight thereof: —0300 Leakage — 
To the Kings Cuſtome and Prizage By Ballance of this Account, where- 
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of go Tun, 10 Tun being allow'd by the Owners will be found to 
for Leakage at 22. per Tun — be loſers 
To one third of Ship and Cargo, ) [IVEY 
( after Cuſtom paid) which al- oo | 4890 
ways goes to the Captains, Offi \ 
cers and Seamen of the Privateers 
To Charges of Condemning , Sel-;__ 
Iing; &*c. — 
To the maintenance of the Maſter 
and Marriners belonging to the 
Prize, during their Impriſon-/0120 
ment, till they are either return- 
ed or hanged — —— —— 
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This modeſt Calculation may ſerve for any other Merchandize, and — the 
apparent loſs that muſt be ſuſtained by ſuch Methods of Trading 3 beſides theſe Incon- 
veniences and Hazards following are —— thereby, viz. 

x. Jf but one Officer or Mariner of either , or any other, happen to diſcover 
the Colluſion, which is almoſt impoſſible to be avoided, then both Privateer and Prize 
are wholly forfeited. The Captains are to ſuffer Impriſonment, and be incapable of 
icrving the King. ; | 

2. The Owners hazard ſufficiently, being thereby guilty of Treaſon, beſides Loſs of 
Privatcer and Prize. ; 

3. if the Winds prove not fair to-a Miracle, the Privateer muſt probably mils of the | 
Prize, and ſome other Ship get her, or at leaſt come in with her, and have a ſhare, 


which will ſufſiciently Ruine the Voyage. =" finite ome on 


Nete, The 1.{t-A&, inſtead of being an Incouragement, was ſo great a Diſcouragementto 
Privateers, that above balf of them immediately laid down thereupon, and others 
ſince have followed their Example 3; ahd if further Encouragement be n6t now 
given they all muſt lay down : Whereas if Encouragement wen, there will 
rhereupon be fitted out ſuch Privateers, -as may do conſiderable Service to the 
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